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Typing to Communicate
8 Ways to Support Participation in the General Education

Membership and Belonging

Use Communication Methods
Efficiently and Often

Ask permission to Share
Information with Others

Reduce the Speech Demands

Teach Peers

Give the AAC User Information in
Advance

Teachers should refer to the AAC user in a way that includes them in the
conversation. For example, When Ms. Mayfield began to read the book, Splish
Splash to the class she said, “Maya you are going to love this book, it is all about
swimming.”
•
Maya is a student with autism who points to communicate. For many
students with autism pointing to communicate takes time. This strategy is
a quick and easy way to make sure the student is recognized as an
important member of the classroom. When Ms. Mayfield shared in front of
the class that Maya will enjoy this book she teaches that Maya has
interests and ideas that are similar to her peers. In doing this, Maya did not
have to respond or say anything, but her active participation and
competence were acknowledged and shared by her teacher’s public
acknowledgement.
If students use AAC and are working on a yes / no communication strategy be sure
to use this during a lesson. You can do this during a whole group lesson by saying,
“Do you all think that 5x5=25?” Or do this in an individual way, “Was Harry a hero in
the story?” This will allow the student to use their yes or no strategy and include
them in the lesson. If they answer incorrectly then you can say, “Oh I don’t think that
is quite right. Does anyone have other ideas? Or Want to try again?” Make sure the
AAC device is always ready to go with content related to the lesson so that the
student can participate.
Too often students who point to communicate do not have any privacy, be sure to
ask before you share information that the student has typed or shared using their
SGD.
Teachers can use strategies such as hold ups (Himmele & Himmele, 2011) where
students hold up a premade response card to share their ideas. These cards can
have ABCD responses, true/false, or can be content specific and have words such
as executive, legislative, judicial on them so students can hold up responses to
questions about the branches of government.
Teachers and communication support aides should make sure that peers
understand how the AAC user communicates. Peers should also be encouraged to
talk directly to the AAC user.
Teachers can make sure that peers learn about each other by providing
opportunities to talk about current events, age appropriate interests, things they like
to do, places to go, events around school. The AAC user should be provided
opportunities to use their communication strategies to make many choices
throughout the day: choose food to eat, materials to use, where to sit, what to read,
what to play, and share their opinion on topics.
Teachers need to create openings for participation and prepare the AAC user so that
they are ready to share and
•
Say, “I am going to call on you for number 4”
•
Sometimes give the AAC user the last question first
•
Provide an opening:
o Say, “Jay what do you think about that?”
o “I think Leah has something to say”
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